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Eero Saarinen’s Gateway Arch, standing
at 192 metres, dominates the city of St.
Louis. A lift runs inside the arch, which
leads to the top.

a










Eero
Saarinen

American-Finnish
Eero Saarinen
(1910-1961) is one of
the great names of
modern architecture.
Saarinen was born

in Finland, but he
built his brilliant
career in the United
States.

Architecture was a natural choice
for Eero Saarinen. Ever since he
was a small boy, he had loved to
draw in his father’s studio. Saarinen
graduated as an architect from

Yale University in 1934. Before his
graduation, he also took time to
study sculpture in Paris. The young
Saarinen began work in an archi-
tect’s office in Helsinki. Within a
period of two years, he compiled

a restoration plan for the Swedish
Theatre, participated in the design
competition for the Finnish Pavil-
ion in the Paris World Exhibition
and his proposal for the Helsinki
Post House competition achieved
third place.

After returning to the United
States, Saarinen worked with his fa-
ther, the architect Eliel Saarinen, at
the Michigan Cranbrook Academy
of Art during 1938—50. Together
with his father, Saarinen also par-
ticipated in various competitions.
It was only after his father’s death
that Saarinen founded his own of-
fice, Eero Saarinen and Associates.

Saarinen moved naturally in the
world of art and culture. With his
competition victories, he received
plenty of publicity: the media and
the audience loved him. The critics
found it difficult to understand his
ability to change his style.

The Gateway Arch
In the United States, Saarinen’s
most visible work is the Jefferson
National Expansion Memorial,
Gateway Arch, built in St. Louis in
1959—64. The impressive arch gate
between east and west rises up to
the height of 192 metres. Although
Saarinen won the competition in
1948, the work was only completed
in 1964, three years after his death.
In the Gateway Arch, the power-
ful sculpturality, whose starting
points are the technical possibilities
and dramatic characteristics of re-
inforced concrete, which was char-
acteristic of Saarinen’s architecture,
are visible in a simplified form. The
same characteristics also imbue his
industrial architecture.

Industrial architecture

The General Motors Technical
Centre in Detroit (1948—56) was
Saarinen’s first project in the
United States. It is still considered
to be the most significant example
of industrial architecture. It is

still considered to be the most
significant example of industrial
architecture. It attracted large-scale
enterprises such as IBM, John Deere
and CBS to commission Saarinen to
design their new headquarters.

The Finnish-American architect
Eero Saarinen (1910-1961)
made a brilliant career as an ar-
chitect and a furniture designer.
The Saarinen’s Tulip series is a
classic of furniture design.

Airport work

Eero Saarinen sensed time accu-
rately. His airport works capture the
brilliance of flying, which was still
characteristic for the epoch: the
concrete arches in the Trans World
Airways terminal (1962) in the JFK
Airport in New York and in the In-
ternational Airport of Washington-
Dulles (1958), soar grandly towards
the future.

Furniture

An architect’s tendency towards
clarity can be seen in his furniture.
The idea of Saarinen’s famous Tulip
series is to reduce the disarray and
chaos arising from the feet of tables
and chairs. All the Tulip series,
including tables, only have one foot.
Saarinen’s solution was exceptional
and it demonstrated great vision.
The Tulip series is still in produc-
tion.

Eero Saarinen was only 51 years
old when he died in 1961. Many of
his works were only completed after
his death. Interest in the works
of Saarinen, and his construction
philosophy, lives on strongly. Dur-
ing his time, he was popular with
the media and the public, and now
time has also brought the critics on
to his side.
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